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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 Dec. 11-22 Interim
hours
 Dec. 23-Jan. 2 Winter
Break (Libraries closed)
 Jan. 3-15 Interim hours
 Jan. 16 Martin Luther
King Day (Libraries
closed)

Holiday Party Donations
Donations to the
Huskie Food Pantry at
the FLA Holiday Party
provided a substantial
amount of food and
$372 in cash. Thanks

to all who donated directly or participated in
the raffle! Below is a
photo of the donations
made at the door.
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Newfies Return to Founders

Newfies Gladus and Shurlee are always
great hits with students taking breaks
from studying for finals.

When the Newfies returned to
Founders on Dec. 6 & 7, they made
plenty of new friends and adored all
the attention.

When it comes to their admirers,
the more, the merrier, as far as
the Newfies are concerned !
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The Last Word
A colleague recently
described 2016 as a
“burning garbage dump
of a year.” There certainly has been more than
enough negativity to
make this a memorably
bad year! The continued
lack of a state budget is
creating serious problems for all Illinois’ public institutions, and NIU
is no exception. With
work concerns as a
background, all other
issues seem to take on
a more sinister tone.
Still, the Libraries Administration is committed to addressing budget cuts in ways that ensure that core library
services are kept viable,
both for the good of our
students and faculty,
and for the good of the
Libraries as an organiza-

tion. Although we have
to manage whatever
cuts are required of us,
we are trying to keep in
mind the resources that
our department heads
have identified as essential for continued
operations. We have to.
It is our job to provide
library services under
good or bad circumstances.
This time of year, I have
to remind myself not to
take work issues home.
We all have personal
lives that are more important to us than our
work lives, and we need
to focus on what is most
important. So, I give 6year-old Daniel a hug
when he offers his
Christmas list to every
adult relative (and he

has many!), and I laugh
at 4-year-old Timmy
when he smashes sugar
cookie dough like play
dough until the resulting
bell-shaped cookies actually look more like
scat. And I’m going to
spend lots of time
watching the birds at
our feeders! I try not to
sound Pollyanna-like,
but I can try to be the
“optimistic realist” described at one of our
recent Administration
meetings. It may not be
easy, but together we
can get through these
tough budget times by
remembering our core
values in librarianship,
and our core values in
our personal lives.
Enjoy some welldeserved time off during
the winter break!

